
An interesting observation that my wife Pat and I made is the detection of a population of larvae of the 
bull pine sawfly, Zadiprion townsendi on ponderosa pine near Stove Prairie.  We found the infestation, 
which is located about halfway between Stove Prairie landing at the junction of CO 14 and Stove Prairie, 
about two weeks ago. Feeding is occurring on trees that managed to survive the High Park Fire.  Larvae 
were primarily in instars IV and V.  I collected some larvae to try to rear adults and started to get some 
cocoons last weekend.  Defoliation is noticeable from the road but probably not aerially visible.  This is an 
interesting species because larvae are present during the winter months. 
  

William M. Ciesla 
Forest Health Management International 
2248 Shawnee Court 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
wciesla@aol.com 
  
In a message dated 5/20/2015 11:02:37 A.M. Mountain Daylight Time,Whitney.Cranshaw@colostate.edu writes: 
Some thoughts/observations on this very interesting spring.  
  
Elm insects.  European elm flea weevil (http://bspm.agsci.colostate.edu/files/2013/03/European-
Elm-Flea-Weevil.pdf  )  is almost a complete no-show in Fort Collins.  I cannot even find a 
single one in my back yard – and four years ago they were dancing on top of each other at bud 
break.  However, I did a brief trip through parts of southeastern Colorado yesterday and they 
were still very common in Pueblo and Rocky Ford, and easily found on trees near Greeley and 
Deer Trail.   In the Arkansas Valley the larvae are full-grown, some already pupating. 
  
Elm leafminer  (http://bspm.agsci.colostate.edu/files/2013/03/Elm-Leafminer.pdf), on the other 
hand, is thriving in Fort Collins.  Lots of recent oviposition (indicated by areas where they eggs 
are inserted next to the midrib) and still plenty of adults.  In Rocky Ford, the blotch mines are 
getting quite noticeable, although only about ¼ of their ultimate size at present. 
  
We have been looking again at the European elm scale trial we did last year in Fort Collins and 
the results of some treatments (Distance, Talus) look even better than they did in late August – 
control well exceeding 90%  We still have a few more trees to look at and I will share the 
complete results later.    
  
As has been brought up before there are an unusual number of march flies 
(http://bspm.agsci.colostate.edu/files/2013/03/March-Flies.pdf ) out an about this year.  I am 
guessing the relatively moist conditions of last summer were favorable to their survival – and if 
things continue to be wet and mild the progeny from the current crop of adults may survive well 
and thrive so we may see more in the next generation.  Other little things that I see flying about 
are usually chironomid midges, most of which develop in muddy sites (mostly the bottoms of 
lakes/ponds).  And lots of adult diamondback moths, which seem to be doing well on the winter 
annual mustards. 
  
Of course the army cutworm/”miller moths” 
 (http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/05597.html )  have begun to make themselves 
known.  I saw the first ones in my home about 10 days ago – the first day I also saw the 
swallows checking out the intersections.    They were more noticeable in the Arkansas Valley 
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(where they were frequenting the gas stations), which is always a bit ahead of the northern parts 
of the state. 
  
I am not sure what kind of year it will be in terms of miller moths as nuisance pests.  I do not 
think that the overall populations this year will be all that high, since there have been essentially 
no  reports of large populations of the cutworm stage caterpillars damaging crops this year – in 
marked contrast to 2014.  As for whether those that are present will be “in our face”, I think the 
good moisture will reduce this issue, since the rains will likely promote abundant numbers of 
wildflowers that will spread the moths out.  (In dry years they tend to concentrate on the 
relatively few flowers that are present in irrigated landscapes.)  On the other hand, as long as it 
stays cool and humid that will retard their ultimate migration to the mountains – so they may 
stick around longer.  And I think that only a small number of adults are yet out-and-about.  A 
couple of nice evenings with temperatures in the 60s and 70s and they will emerge and migrate 
much more intensively.    
  
(I am not sure yet what to say about 2015 predictions, but if you want more information on this 
insect, with the 2014 notes, it is at:  http://webdoc.agsci.colostate.edu/bspm/Miller%20Moths-
Question%20and%20Answers.pdf ) 
  
One thing I have high confidence in saying, is that we will have in well-above average numbers 
of aphids over the next 3-4 weeks.  This weather pattern – extended cool, wet weather in spring – 
almost always results in huge spikes of aphids in late spring on a wide variety of plants.  The 
reason for this, I think, is that this weather pattern helps promote succulent growth that is 
favorable to aphids and greatly suppresses natural enemies.   But, regardless, if it does hold up 
again expect lots of aphids into midJune - and then there will be a ferocious rebound of natural 
enemies such as lady beetles, green lacewings and syrphid flies.  Which will crush the aphids 
into oblivion for the rest of the summer. 
  
Since I am speculating one other insect I suspect will see a lot more this year will be Japanese 
beetles (http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/05601.html ).  Populations of this insect are 
often largely determined by soil moisture conditions present when they lay eggs and the young 
grubs are present – dry soils are rough on egg and early larval stages.  But last summer, during 
egg laying and egg hatch, it was mild and reasonably moist, at least in the Metro area.   (Pueblo, 
where this insect is also established, was very droughty last summer and JB will likely decline 
there.)  Pretty good conditions for high larval survival.  Which would translate into more adults 
being seen this year in areas where this insect has established. 
  
As for other insects, it will be interesting to see how this weather is affecting honey bees and 
some of the nuisance wasps.  I am guessing that this extended cool wet, weather has  been tough 
on some honey bee colonies, with a very abrupt and extended cut-off of nectar and pollen, 
following an initial good nectar flow.  I suspect that during the good period they were able to 
store ample amounts to survive, but they are probably feeling pretty grumpy.  And, if we get a 
nice warm, relatively calm afternoon in the next couple of weeks expect  swarms to bust out all 
over.  (FYI, the Colorado Beekeepers Swarm Hotline phone number has changed: 
   http://coloradobeekeepers.org/colorado-bee-swarm-hotline/) 
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Yellowjackets >may< be more impacted 
(http://bspm.agsci.colostate.edu/files/2013/03/Yellowjackets.pdf).  This is the time of year when 
overwintered queens attempt to start new colonies.  Which are almost always underground or 
very near ground level.   The cool wet weather has prevented many from being active enough to 
collect food and, perhaps more important, saturated soils may have led to flooding and 
destruction of many incipient colonies.  At least we can hope for that. 
  
A couple thoughts on the EAB discussion.  First of all I think that EAB potentially will be able to 
fly more extensively in our part of the country than occurs elsewhere.  I have thought this since 
we saw in 2003 another species of Agrilus, the Gambel oak borer (Agrilus quercicola), produce a 
mass flight that likely originated from the Gambel oak in southern Arapahoe County and/or 
Douglas County and was in such numbers that their progeny killed oaks in the former Stapleton 
Airport area – at least 30 miles away.   In part I think that more extended flights of wood borers - 
and bark beetles - can occur in this part of the country since we are not heavily forested, and 
insects in flights do not as readily contact a host tree – so they stay in flight.  Therefore, I think it 
is quite possible that a flying EAB could similarly make an extended flight if the conditions were 
right – warm temperatures, moderate wind speeds that coincide with a flight period.   Long 
distance migrations of this type I think are way more likely to produce the new outbreak spots 
than is incidental hitchhiking on  vehicular traffic.  (Movement of infested wood, if it occurs, 
could also be a big source of non-natural spread.) 
  
As for the late spring freezes, that could work a couple different ways, but I suspect mostly it 
will work against EAB.   For one thing, if we get a freeze that kills the new growth, that 
eliminates, for a period of weeks, most all of the food that the EAB needs during a very critical 
period in the life history – they feed on leaves for several week before females mature eggs and 
begin egg laying.  Whether the occurrence of a spring freeze that kills the first flush of ash will 
result in starving some to death is possible, but more likely it will greatly retard and likely 
diminish egg production.   Furthermore, if we get really hard freezes into May, as occurred in 
2013, I think that the EAB is likely very susceptible to freezing in the adult and pupal stages.  
This impression come from seeing the very large numbers of killed EAB adults, ready to emerge, 
from EAB Tree #1 – it was full of dead EAB adults just ready to emerge, likely the result of the 
temperatures in the teens in May 2013.   
  
It is going to be very interesting to see how EAB plays out in Colorado, but I think several 
aspects will be unique to our area and we need to observe well and learn about them.  We are 
going to be the template for EAB in the western US. 
  
As for how to best manage this situation, we have to optimize the limited resources we have – 
and they are very limited.  So my thinking is that the best partitioning of available resources 
would be to:  1) aggressively suppress EAB with treatments and appropriate tree removals (as 
funds allow) in areas  where we know it to be; 2)  aggressively promote mitigation in areas 
where it is not known to be but is likely to become infested within the next decade (South Platte 
drainage); and 3) intensively monitor EAB in areas around the edge of known infestations and to 
have all eyes identify potential spot outbreaks outside of known infestations ASAP so that we 
can best make decisions in 2016 as to how to spend the limited $$ available at that time.   
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As for the ability to detect this insect that has always been a big problem as there has never been 
developed trapping methods that are very effective.  (And, has been noted often, detection is 
further greatly complicated locally by the dieback in ash from other causes.)   However, there are 
some developments in trapping methods that do promise substantially improved ability to detect 
EAB, and they are something that Dan West, Micaela Truslove and myself are testing in 
cooperation with the USFS this summer.  I hope that there will be traps identified that can be 
useful in detecting EAB at earlier stages.     
  
Plus, at least in the northern Front Range, we have an enormous human resource of very well 
trained arborists, city foresters, Master Gardeners and others that are looking  hard for this 
insect.  So, I have little doubt when it appears in some new location it can be found out very 
quickly – certainly within four years after an initial infestation.  Which should provide plenty of 
opportunity to then effectively suppress it in these new areas with the products we have to 
control EAB, which I think can be expected to turn around almost any tree subject to low levels 
the low levels of EAB damage that would accrue during the first 4-5 years after a new infestation 
was noted.  (This is based, in part on observing the trees in the very near vicinity of EAB Tree 
#1, which likely had been infested for at least 4-5 years.  Although EAB Tree #1 was killed, the 
ash trees within 150 feet all had less than 40% canopy thinning.) 
  
I would argue that that the Colorado response to EAB has been very aggressive, and I think we 
will be able to do a better job of managing EAB than anywhere else – largely because of what 
has been learned from earlier experience in the MidWest.  But I guess that assessment is based 
on how one defines “aggressive” in this situation. 
  
Whitney Cranshaw 
Colorado State University 
 


